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HPS puts 
out annual 
survey 


HOLYOKE — The Holyoke 
Public School district is admin- 
istering our annual survey for 
families, students and staff 
using the Panorama Culture 
and Climate Survey. The sur- 
vey information will inform 
our improvement efforts at the 
school and district level, as we 
work together to be families’ 
first choice for their children’s 
education. The 2021 survey 
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Morse selected administrator for Cape town 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


HOLYOKE — Mayor Alex 
Morse, who is not seeking 
re-election and is in the final 
year of his four-year term, was 
selected last Thursday night to 
become the new town adminis- 
trator in Provincetown. 

Morse beat out several 
other candidates and was the 
unanimous choice of the Select 
Board in Provincetown, a com- 
munity on the very tip of Cape 
Cod. Morse will enter negoti- 
ations for a contract and pos- 


officially start the new posi- 
tion, as well as when I plan 
to resign as mayor. I had 
already announced that I don’t 
intend to run for mayor again 
last December, and there are 
already multiple declared can- 
didates to replace me. The 
opportunity in Provincetown is 
one that I did not want to pass 


up.” 

Morse is resigning after 
nearly 10 years of being 
Mayor; and notes that of all the 
44 Holyoke mayors, he is the 
fourth longest serving Mayor 
in the city’s history and he 


window is Feb. 22 to Mar. 12. 
Before March 12, we ask that 
parents and guardians take 2 
minutes to complete a survey for 
each school in which you have 


See SURVEY, page 3 


sible housing allowance and is 
likely to leave office prior to 
the expiration of his term. 

“The next step is to nego- 
tiate the contract,’ Morse said 
Monday. “Once that is com- 
plete, I will know when I 





Officials seek answers 
from retirement board after 
audit findings are released 


An audit report released 
last month pointed to 
mismanagement of funds 


By Dalton Zbierski 
aan@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Municipalities 
throughout the county are pre- 
paring to take action against the 


Hampden County Regional Board 
of Retirement after the release 
of a Feb. 21 audit that left more 
questions than answers and gen- 
erated outrage over probable mal- 
feasance and mismanagement of 
funds. 

And towns including 
Hampden, which have had to pay 


See ANSWERS, page 11 





feels it’s good timing to switch 
gears. 

Morse won’t let any- 
one question his commitment 
and dedication to his home- 


town, and that he’s been vis- 
iting Provincetown annually 


for the last decade. 
He has been follow- 
ing the process in 
Provincetown for 
the last few months 
and feels that the 
position is the right 
opportunity at the 
right time. 

On the switch 
from city life to 
small town liv- 
ing Morse said the 
mechanics of municipal gov- 
ernment are similar while the 
communities are different. 
Each has it’s own challenges 
and opportunities, and he looks 
forward to listening to and 
learning from the community 
as well as working with various 
stakeholders to solve the chal- 
lenges of the town. 

As Morse has been visit- 





Alex Morse 


ing Provincetown 
two to three times a 
year; he has sever- 
al friends who call 
the small town home 
and it’s a commu- 
nity he knows and 
loves. 
“Provincetown 
is a beautiful coast- 
al town, and has 
rich history, one that 
also includes being 
a refuse for members of the 
LGBTQ community,’ Morse, 
Holyoke’s first openly gay 
mayor, said. While he does not 
know when he will be resign- 
ing, he stated he will not be 
staying in Holyoke to the end 
of the year. The city has vari- 
ous candidates for the soon to 





See MORSE, page 8 


Wistriahurst announces next virtual program 


HOLYOKE —- On 
Wednesday, March 10 at 
2 p.m. Wistariahurst will 
host Ancient, Seasonal, and 
Marketable: Food Fish of the 
Connecticut River, a live, vir- 
tual program presented by 
Elyse Moore. This program 
is free and open to all. Spaces 
are limited and pre-registra- 
tion is required. 

In this program, Elyse 
Moore will explore the nutri- 
tional importance of shad and 
other migratory, or anadro- 
mous, fish to the inland diet, 
the close cultural relation- 


ship that developed between 
the fish and the people who 
lived along the Connecticut 
River. Participants will learn 
about the earliest native meth- 
ods of harvesting fish, the 
Ancient Charter law of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony 
that protected the fish pop- 
ulations as they ascended 
the river in their season, and 
the pop-up culture of river- 
side inns, taverns, rites, ritu- 
als, and recipes that grew up 
during the spring fish harvest 
before the permanent dam- 
ming of the Great River. 


This program is open to 
all members of the public, but 
has been specially designed 
to address the needs of area 
seniors, many of whom con- 
tinue to be socially isolated 
as a result of the COVID- 
19 pandemic. The pro- 
gram is supported through 
a Community Development 
Block Grant - COVID-19 
Grant to address, prevent, and 
respond to the COVID-19 
Pandemic that is administered 
through the Holyoke Office 


See PROGRAM, page 2 





Town administrator and President Biden share long history 


By Dalton Zbierski 


Robert Markel formed a friend- 


“The first day of class 


In the process of improv- 


Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN - On his first 
day at Archmere Academy 
in Claymont, Del., current 
Hampden Town Administrator 
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ship that would last a life time. 
Markel’s acquaintance was 
none other than Joseph Biden, 
who, six decades later, would 
become the 46th president of 
the United States. 


mma ess 


Hampden Town Administrator Robert Markel and U.S. President Joseph 
Biden have remained close since meeting on the first day of high 
school more than 60 years ago. The photo above was taken at American 
International College’s Model Congress during the 1970’s, where Markel 


invited Biden to do the keynote speech. 


Photo courtesy of Robert Markel 


when we were freshmen, he 
sat next to me; he was the first 
person I met in high school,” 
Markel said. 

The two students carved 
out a friendship that still exists 
today. As years have passed, 
Markel and Biden have consis- 
tently had each other’s backs, 
lending support through a myri- 
ad of campaigns while enjoying 
each other’s company outside 
of politics. 

As a teenager, Biden “was 
a gregarious person — one of 
those fellas who got to know 
everyone and would talk to 
anybody everybody,” said 
Markel. 

Markel recalls that Biden 
was extremely self-conscious 
about his stutter, a speech 
impairment that he spent count- 
less hours working to over- 
come. Mean-spirited students 
called Biden “Stutter Head,” 
although the nickname largely 
disappeared by senior year. 


ing his stutter, outgoing Biden 
made a name as a skillful foot- 
ball receiver and eventually 
became the junior and senior 
class president at Archmere, an 
all-boys Catholic school at the 
time. 

Markel describes him- 
self as the “Original ‘Ridin’ 
with Biden guy”: the future 
president’s first chauffer. In 
Markel’s 1950’s Studebaker 
Lurk, the two friends discussed 
girls and sports; both students 
were big Phillies and Eagles 
fans. At the Biden residence in 
New Castle County, Del., many 
memories were made, Markel 
recalled. 

“In my junior and senior 
years, I had access to a car and 
used to drive to school. Every 
day, I would pick [Biden] up at 
his house on Wilson Road and 
drop him off after school,’ said 
Markel. “His house, in fact, 


See TIES, page 5 





We want to 
hear from you 


REGION — Everyone uses 
different tools to get the news. 
At Turley Publications, we 
strive to reach all our readers. 
In that effort, we have creat- 
ed an online survey to learn 
about how our readers get their 
news. Please complete this sur- 
vey to educate us on how we 
can best reach you, the reader. 
The 10-question survey takes 
about two minutes to com- 
plete online. The survey can be 
found at https://www.survey- 
monkey.com/r/DBSJ69F. 


* 4. How often do you read a newspaper? 


() Several times a week 
(_) About once a week 
() Several times a month 
() About once a month 


©) Less than once a month 


() Never 





> In The News 


school community mourns death of senior 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


HOLYOKE — The Holyoke Public 
Schools recently wrote a letter to the 
community to acknowledge and honor 
the death of High School Dean Campus 
Senior Markiyan Yuzych, who passed 
away on Feb. 28 due to a car accident. 

Yuzych was a mechanically-inclined 
and passionate student who was on track 
for graduation later this year. 

“We have a vacation academy during 
school breaks and you wouldn’t expect 


a senior to show up, but he did,’ Dean 
Campus Principal Alan Gates said. “Him 
showing up was a testament to his deter- 
mination, and his work towards gradua- 
tion. The three main things he was, was 
kind, dedicated, and resilient.” 

After struggling during the unique 
academic year amid the pandemic, 
Yuzych showed up to school and worked 
hard to get back on track for graduation 
this year, Gates explained that Yuzych 
knew the importance of graduating 
not just for himself but for his family 
and parents as well. Yuzych showed up 


during Feb. break, he was present and he 
kept up his motivation well after showing 
that he was ready and working for the 
finish line. 

Interim Superintendent Anthony 
Soto mentioned that there will be grief 
counselors available to help students, 
parents, and school staff during this time. 

“On behalf of the entire Holyoke 
Public School District, we offer our 
heartfelt condolences and special 
thoughts to Markiyan’s family, friends 
and loved ones at this most difficult 
time,” Soto said. “The death of Markiyan 


is a terrible tragedy. Please let us know if 
we can help you and your family.” 

Gates said that the Dean cam- 
pus school is remembering Markiyan, 
with staff members and students writ- 
ing messages to remember and honor 
him. Additionally, various students and 
staff members visited the site of the crash 
and laid flowers, pictures, and candles 
to honor Yuzych and remember the per- 
son he was. The school and community 
is banding together to share stories and 
messages of love and remembrance for 
Yuzych and his family. 





Holyoke Mall announces 
re-opening of Billy Beez 


HOLYOKE -— In accordance with 
Governor Baker’s continued reopening 
and following the official Massachusetts 
Phase Three Step Two guidance, 
Holyoke Mall has welcomed Billy Beez 
back to the shopping center. Guests can 
visit “Operation Bee Safe” to learn what 
Billy Beez is doing to keep everyone 
safe. Billy Beez will be operating at the 
following modified hours: 

Monday — closed 

Tuesday through Friday —- 
1 lam-6pm* 

Saturday & Sunday -11lam-7pm* 

*admission desk closes one hour 


prior to store closing 

For further information and to fill 
out their waiver prior to visiting, please 
visit their website https://billybeezus. 
com/location/holyoke-mall/. 

“With safety as the highest priority 
at the shopping center, we are thrilled 
that we’ll also be able to provide guests 
a little fun with Billy Beez reopening 
their doors today,” said Bill Rogalski, 
General Manager for Holyoke Mall. 

Mall hours of operation are 
Monday through Saturday, from 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 








Ge ey 


PGE 


LS ig Liege 


Roe . ig , OF eee 
ae - 70 eG 12 OG L22 + 
Z pe Te ie Pp eS nt 


a” : > 4 OLA nie ¥ 
. ee . 
i SED ao Z Ss Pf g Fo 
te DO aig i. 7 ZL . 
> ras ». et fA y 
4 Ss Fe c LO? 
- fy ¥ 
y ’ 





A mask donation was made to the Holyoke Public Schools last week courtesy of the Holyoke 
Rotary Club. Pictured are: Devin Sheehan, Christine Burns, Marc Swygert, Katie Buckley, Matt 


Dupont, Tom Drohan, Tom Accomando, and Brittney Kane. 


Submitted photo 


Rotary Club makes mask donation 


HOLYOKE —- On Monday, Feb. 
22, the Holyoke Rotary Club (District 
7980) joined Rotary International’s 
Million Mask Challenge by distribut- 
ing 10,000 masks to HPS. President 
Katie Buckley, President Elect Tom 
Accomando, and Rotary Assistant 
District Governor Areas 2 and 3 
Christine Burns (Donahue paraprofes- 
sional) gathered at Donahue School 
Monday afternoon to deliver the masks 
to Principal Marc Swygert, Assistant 
Principal Tom Drohan, School 
Committee Member Devin Sheehan, 
School Nurse Brittney Kane, RN, and 


Operations Analyst Matt Dupont. The 
donation will be shared amongst all 
schools in the district to be used as an 
option for students and staff who need 
replacements during the day. 

We are thrilled that our friends at 
the Holyoke Rotary Club have donated 
these masks to support us in our efforts 
to provide a safe and healthy learn- 
ing environment for students and staff. 
The Holyoke Rotary is an invaluable 
organization in our community and we 
are delighted to have them as partners - 
#TEAM - Together Everyone Achieves 
More. 





P R OGRAM, from page 1 


of Community Development and has 
been planned in consultation with the 
Holyoke Council on Aging. Additional 
support has been provided through NEH 
CARES Act funding granted by Mass 
Humanities. 

To register for Ancient, Seasonal, 


2 @ MARCH 5, 2021 ¢ The Holyoke Sun 


and Marketable: Food Fish of the 
Connecticut River, please visit www. 
Wistariahurst.org or contact Eileen 
Maginnis at the Holyoke Council on 
Aging at maginnise@holyoke.org. 
If you have an idea for a topic you’d 
like to be considered for a future 
Wistariahurst session, please contact 
info @ wistariahurst.org. 





Test scores 


waived In 


scholarship application 


AGAWAM -— Due to pandem- 
ic and the closing of national testing 
sites, many students have been unable 
to take college entrance exams. As a 
result, SAT and ACT scores are NOT 
required to apply for a Walter S. Barr 
Scholarship. Those students in college, 
as well as graduating seniors, are all 
encouraged to apply. 

Completed Scholarship and 
Fellowship applications must be 
received either electronically or be 
mailed to The Horace Smith Fund at 
16 Union Avenue, Ste. 2K, Westfield, 
MA 01085, no later than March 15. 
Applications are available at local 
high school guidance offices, college 
financial aid offices, on-line at www. 
HoraceSmithFund.org or by phoning 
(413) 739-4222. 


Last year, The Horace Smith Fund 
awarded $297,000 in the form of 21 
Scholarships and 3 Fellowships to 
deserving students. All applicants must 
be residents of Hampden County and 
full-time students. Scholarships awards 
of $12,000 are distributed as $3,000 
annually and renewable each year until 
graduation. Fellowship awards of 
$15,000 are distributed as $5,000 annu- 
ally and renewable for two additional 
years. All recipients must maintain a 
minimum GPA of 3.0 each semester. 

Recipients are selected on a variety 
of criteria, including merit, financial 
need, recommendations, and commu- 
nity involvement. Of greatest impor- 
tance is the applicant’s personal written 
account of why they feel deserving of 
the award. 





U.S. Attorney’s Office reminds public 
of CDC eviction moratorium order 


BOSTON - As part of the federal 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak, 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office is reminding 
landlords of their obligations and ten- 
ants of their rights under the Centers 
for Disease Control’s Order temporar- 
ily halting residential evictions of ten- 
ants who meet certain income eligibil- 
ity requirements and who are unable 
to pay their full rent due to substantial 
loss of household income, loss of com- 
pensable hours of work or wages, a 
lay-off, or extraordinary out-of-pocket 
medical expenses. The order prohibits 
landlords from evicting such tenants for 
non-payment of rent from Sept. 4, 2020 
to March 31. 

In Sept. 2020, the CDC issued a 
federal Order imposing a temporary halt 
in residential evictions to prevent the 
further spread of COVID-19. The order 
aims to mitigate the spread of COVID- 
19 by enabling people who get sick or 
who are at risk for severe illness from 
COVID-19 to protect themselves and 
others by staying in one place to quar- 
antine. 

Under the CDC Order, tenants 
who meet income eligibility require- 
ments (generally, those earning less than 
$99,000 per year, or $198,000 if filing 
jointly) and who are unable to pay their 
full rent due to substantial loss of house- 
hold income, loss of compensable hours 
of work or wages, a lay-off, or extraor- 


dinary out-of-pocket medical expenses 
can obtain protection from eviction by 
providing a sworn declaration regarding 
their situation to their landlord. Once 
this declaration is provided, a landlord is 
prohibited from evicting the tenant while 
the moratorium remains in effect, and is 
subject to substantial penalties, including 
fines of up to $250,000 and up to a year 
in jail. 

The order is not intended to prevent 
landlords from starting eviction proceed- 
ings, but rather to stop the actual evic- 
tion of a covered person for non-pay- 
ment of rent. Moreover, the order does 
not affect the obligation of tenants to 
pay rent, nor does it bar the collection of 
fees, penalties, and interest. 

For questions or reports of viola- 
tions of the Order please email USAMA. 
CivilRights @usdoj.gov or call 617-275- 
8756 and leave a message. More infor- 
mation on the CDC Order is available 
here. 

Federal resources are avail- 
able through the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau to assist landlords 
with mortgage relief here. 

The Civil Rights Unit of the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office was established in 
2015 with the mission of enhancing fed- 
eral civil rights enforcement. 

For more information on the office’s 
civil rights efforts, please visit www.jus- 
tice.gov/usao-ma/civil-rights. 





Dean applications 


HOLYOKE - Students in 8th-grade 
and above can apply to join the HHS 
Dean campus community Applications 
are due Mar. 13. Once applications are 
received, interviews will be scheduled 
between now and Mar. 26. These will 
be facilitated between the Dean Campus 
and your child’s sending school. Spots 


due in early March 


are limited. If you have any questions, 
read the Admissions Policy and contact 
Laurie Denis Idenis@hps.holyoke.ma.us 
or Alan Gates agates@hps.holyoke. 
ma.us at 413-534-2071/72. (All appli- 
cations received after Mar. 13 will be 
reviewed and a campus representative 
will be in touch with more information). 


Inthe News ¢ 


Shoebox designs for parade due early next week 


HOLYOKE — Miss the annual 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade? 

Wish there was a way to share your 
pride in the city’s annual celebration? 

Fear not. 

All you need is a shoebox and your 
imagination. Then get ready to strut 
your stuff in the first-ever Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Shoebox Parade Party. 

The online event featuring videos 
of parade floats made out of shoeboxes 
will take place March 17th in celebration 
of Holyoke’s annual St. Patrick’s Day 
weekend festivities. 

The inaugural event was recent- 
ly launched by the Committee to Elect 
Rebecca Lisi, a mayoral candidate in 
Holyoke. The virtual Shoebox Parade 
will be a COVID-safe community event 
in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day in 
Holyoke, a city known throughout the 
region for its St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
and weekend festivities. 

“The Holyoke community has suf- 
fered a great loss due to the cancellation 
of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade and all 
its corresponding events for two years 
now due to the COVID-19 pandemic,” 
said Lisi. “There’s no way that we could 
ever replace the Parade and all the festiv- 
ities leading up to that weekend, but my 
Committee and [ thought that we could 
create a small, virtual event that could 





engage families and bring the community 
together.” 

Crafting and displaying shoebox 
floats is a popular children’s event in 
communities like New Orleans that have 
a strong tradition of celebrating Mardi 
Gras. In 2020, cities across the coun- 
try adopted shoebox float parades as a 
way to safely celebrate Thanksgiving and 
other holidays in light of the pandem- 
ic restrictions on gatherings. This year, 
Lisi and her Committee have created a 
Facebook Shoebox Parade Party event 
that will allow the Holyoke community 
to honor the decades long tradition of 
celebrating St. Patrick’s Day in the city 
while adapting and innovating the event 
to make it safe and accessible. 

Community members are being 
asked to create and decorate shoebox 
floats that will become a part of a vir- 
tual photo party that will occur on the 
Committee’s Facebook Event Page 
throughout the month of March, with a 
video shoebox parade compilation air- 
ing on Wednesday, March 17 at 4 p.m. 
Photo and video submissions are due on 
Monday, March 8, submission details are 
outlined on the Parade Party Event Page 
on Facebook. 

Once you have crafted your float, 
snap a photo and quick video to share 
your zany creation with us by Monday, 
March 8th to holyokeshoeboxparade @ 
gmail.com so that we can share them 
with the world. In the end, we will com- 
pile a video of all of the floats to cre- 





ate our own virtual parade that you can 
watch on our page on March 17th. 

There will be prizes for different 
category winners including Greatest 
Holyoke Spirit, Best Dressed Float, 
Ultimate St. Paddy’s Day Float, Most 
Creative Float, and most social media 
engagements. There will also be a 
People’s Choice Award for the Shoebox 
Float with the most social media engage- 
ment, so make sure to like, comment, 
and share your work of genius with your 
family and friends! 

“This 1s a wonderful way to bring 
the community together in a fun and safe 
way, especially since we aren’t able to 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in person as 
usual.” said Shannon Sarkisian, Associate 
Campaign Advisor and Volunteer 
Coordinator. “I can’t wait to see the cre- 
ative things that people will come up 
with! As for myself, ’m going all out to 
attempt to make a shoebox that embodies 
our beloved Ashley Reservoir. My shoe- 
box float might not even look good, but 
it’s guaranteed to be good fun for sure.” 

Campaign committee member Jeff 
Trask said, “After being cooped up 
inside all winter in even ‘normal times,’ 
by March we are all looking forward 
to coming out of our homes for the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. Since we are not 
able to come out to celebrate the Parade 
this year, this will be a little event to lift 
everyone’s spirits. I’m looking forward 
to participating with my little one and 
possibly starting a new family tradition.” 

Lisi and her Committee launched the 
event today and has already generated a 
lot of enthusiastic support. 

Rules and submission guidelines for 
St. Paddy’s Day Shoebox Parade Party: 


Step 1 — Pick a theme: 

This is your chance to create what- 
ever you can dream! Be as innovative 
and collaborative as possible and use 
your imagination. You can pick any 
theme you want, but know that floats will 
be judged in the following categories: 

¢ Greatest Holyoke Spirit 

e Best Dressed Float 

e Ultimate St. Paddy’s Day Float 

e Most Creative Float 


Step 2 - Gather your materials 
and create your 
shoebox float 

Start with a shoebox or any similar 
shaped box as your base. Add clay, paint, 
markers, crayons, craft supplies, paper, 
feathers, sequins, flowers, seeds, toys, 
photos pretty much anything to bring 
your vision to life! 


Step 3 — Snap a photo and video 

and submit them 

Video submissions are to be: 

¢ No more than 15 seconds long 

e Filmed horizontally (cell phone 
videos are welcome!) 

e Of your float being pulled by a 
string from the right to the left of the 
screen (so it looks like it’s moving!) 

e Emailed to holyokeshoeboxpa- 
rade @ gmail.com no later than Monday, 
March 8th. 

Submit the video and snapshot of 
your shoebox float via email along with 
your Name, Age, title of float, and a brief 
description of materials used. Include 
your Facebook profile name and/or URL, 
so that we can tag you when we post 
your float photo. 

Float theme and video content must 
be family-friendly and the Committee 
reserves the right to determine the 
acceptability and appropriateness of all 
submissions. 


Step 4: View photos of the floats 
on our page and vote for 
your favorite one 

You will be able to see your submis- 
sion along with the submissions of others 
on the event page. 

The photo with the most social 
engagement (likes, comments, and 
shares) will win the grand prize. 


Step 5 — Join us virtually 
in watching the 
parade party video 

Gather your family, friends and 
neighbors and grab your front row seat 
in the comfort of your own home and 
watch our Shoebox Parade Party on our 
Facebook event page on March 17. Stay 
tuned for more updates. 





Lottery to determine pre-K seats set for next month 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


HOLYOKE — The academic year 
will be coming to an end soon, and the 
Holyoke Public School district 1s get- 
ting ready for the next school year. The 
pre-kindergarten lottery applications for 
the 2021-22 school year are now being 
accepted with a deadline of Apr. 9 on a 
first come first serve basis. 

There is a requirement of children 
being three years old on or before Sept. 
1, additionally they have to be Holyoke 
residents. If a students third birthday 
is after Sept. | or during the remainder 
of the school year, families can call the 
Enrollment Center to see if there are open 
spots available later in the year. When 
there is an open spot the Enrollment 
Center will contact families, their chil- 
dren may be in a different zone than the 
one they reside in. 


The Enrollment Center Manager 
Rebecca Lamb said the lottery allows the 
center to ask families what program they 
want and in which zone, while those who 
don’t receive a lottery spot will say the 
type of program they want but they can’t 
pick the zone. 

“We’re placing students so that 
they’re three years old by the time they 
start school,’ Lamb said. “We want 
to make sure they get the appropriate 
amount of schooling on time, but there 
are many different zones and we can’t 
guarantee that all students will be in the 
same zone they live in.” 

Lamb further said that only Morgan 
school is offering full day classes 
where the other schools offer half days. 
The HPS is offering free preschool at 
Donahue, E.N. White, Kelly, McMahon, 
Metcalf, Sullivan, and Morgan; as well as 
Valley Opportunity Council operated Pre- 
K. The pre-k offered at VOC has it’s own 
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a child attending. The survey was sent to 
families via text and email on Feb. 22 

Students will also be completing a 
survey. They will receive instructions from 
their teachers on how to access the survey 
which will be administered during the 
school day. 


All staff will receive an email direct- 
ly from Panorama Education on Feb. 22 
requesting feedback. 

Panorama surveys measure the cul- 
ture and climate of our district and we 
need your input to continue to strength- 
en our school and district improvement 
efforts. Please complete the surveys by 
Mar. 12. 
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requirements for students and families, 
while they have a partnership with HPS 
families should call VOC independently 
for more information and 413-552-1559 
extension 329. 

The HPS has held this lottery 
for three years as they received the 
Commonwealth Pre-K Partnership 
Initiative grant, while they are holding it 
for next year there is no guarantee that 
it will be held again next year. There are 
half days in most of the schools, consist- 
ing of two and a half hour days offered 
in the morning and evening though 
the times these programs are held var- 
ies depending on the school. While the 
Enrollment Center is busy yearlong with 
enrolling students, they focus on students 
who have an IEP and need special classes 
first. 

‘“‘We need to have spaces for the spe- 
cial education classes, and we have more 
spaces in the beginning,’ Lamb said. “We 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 


be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 





fill spaces as soon as they open, zones 
will fill but spaces don’t as we always 
find room throughout the year.” 

She explained that she and the 
Director of Early Childhood Learning 
Patty Chavez, have found the lottery pro- 
gram to be a good system that seems to 
work for the families and the school. It 
works for those moving into the commu- 
nity, those moving out, students who turn 
three during the academic year, and more. 
They hope to continue this process as it 
has benefitted them the past three years. 

Chavez said that families call call 
the central office for an extension to the 
Enrollment Center in order to sign their 
kids up for pre-k, whether it’s for the 
lottery or during the school year. Also 
families can find more information on 
the district’s website, as it’s connected to 
all the schools. To apply for the lottery 
people can visit enrollholyoke.com or call 
413-534-2000. 
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AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 


* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 
610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 


Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 


* Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. = John P. Griffin, D.D.S. 
@ Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. ¢ Robert J. Liptak D.M.D. 


Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D. 
Care Credit Financing Available and 
Most Credit Cards and Dental Plans Accepted 
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Here’s a return to 
normalcy: It’s tax time! 


means it’s time to turn the page to no 
one’s favorite subject — taxes. 

Some well-organized residents no doubt 
have already filed their federal and state 
returns in time for the first day of processing, 
which was about two weeks ago. The rest of 
us have until April 15. Take note of that date, 
because unless the U.S. Treasury Department 
or Mass. Dept. of Revenue make an unexpect- 
ed change, the extended July deadline offered 
last year because of the pandemic is no longer 
an option. 

Hey, we’ve all been wishing for a return 
to normalcy, right? Maybe not exactly what 
you had in mind, but it might make you feel 
better to consider this a step in the direction of 
life in a post-pandemic world. 

Whether you prepare your returns your- 
self, pay an accountant or other professional, 
or have a friend or relative handle your tax 
filing, here are a few tips that could make this 
annual rite a little easier and perhaps help save 
you money: 

First and foremost, get organized. Dust 
off your copy of last year’s return. If you don’t 
have it and can’t get a copy from your prepar- 
er, you can order it from the IRS. If you used 
one of the many online tax prep software pro- 
grams, it’s likely archived there. 

Gather all of your tax-related documents 
such as W-2s, 1099s, and other forms you 
need to prove the income you earned, includ- 
ing Social Security, pension payments, and 
unemployment benefits, and any withhold- 
ing you selected (give yourself a pat on the 
back if you had taxes withheld from the latter 
two because chances are you'll get a bigger 
refund). 

If you received federal stimulus pay- 
ments (either one or both issued in 2020), the 
good news is they are not counted as taxable 
income. However, if you received less than 
the full amount in either or both of the two 
rounds of stimulus, that could impact your 
2020 return, so you’ll want to able to refer- 
ence that information. 

Did you keep all your receipts for chari- 
table contributions, work expenses eligible for 


fo is drawing to a close and that 


See TAX, page 5 


Poetry Croner 


Get Rid of 
Destroyed Childhood 


By Thomas J. Kennedy 


The greatest injustice 
Cheating a child out of their childhood. 
As a child we played all day... 
Made our rules, no adults, no uniforms 
Shared our love 
And everyone played. 


Fabulous fifties indeed — 

We had natural area, gone today 
Easily get two teams — kids to play — 
We had five large fields before getting 

to Mackenzie Stadium. 


Today — all those play areas and woods gone. 
Parents on the porches and blankets were 
overseers. 

For little — little ones... 

We all had moms and dads, strong families 
And on weekends built fires near the trees 
For our marshmallow enjoyment. 


Firelight faces reflecting in happiness darkness 
to light up by stars. 

God bring these experience to today’s children. 
Get them a mom. Dad, great schools, church 
Worship and beyond religious caring. 

And love to you... And love to you... 


Children our greatest resources and they deserve 
Your Peace, Love and Joy. 
So thy will be committed to goodness, love, 
Purpose and meaning adults 
Now — full filled, miracles happen. 
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Should | put in for Social Security now, or at 70? 


By Russell Gloor 


SOCIAL 
SECURITY 


investing the money? That would be 
the main point to evaluate, and only 


But you should also consider that if 


ear Rusty: I’m currently MATTERS you know your investment options. 
67-years-old and still work- 


ing full time. I took a big financial 
hit in 2008, which is why I’m still working, 
and I expect to continue working until I’m 
70. My question is: should I take Social 
Security now, bank it until I’m 70, and then 
pay it out to myself upon retirement? Or 
would it be better to hold off until I’m 70 to 
claim? Longevity of about 85 seems to run 
in my family.Signed: Working Senior 

Dear Working Senior: I’m afraid 
there’s no simple answer to your question, 
but I'll give you some points to ponder. 

If you don’t need the money right now, 
and you expect to enjoy at least average 
longevity (about 85 for a man your current 
age), then waiting until you’re 70 will give 
you the maximum monthly benefit and the 
most in cumulative lifetime Social Security 
benefits if you meet average longevity. And 
if you live beyond the average, your cumu- 
lative lifetime benefits will be correspond- 
ingly more. Since you’ve already delayed 
past your full retirement age of 66, you are 
already earning delayed retirement credits 
(DRCs) at the rate of 8% for each full year 
you delay (the maximum Social Security 
benefit is reached at age 70. 

Can you do better than an 8% annual 
increase by claiming now and saving or 


you should die before your wife and she has 
reached her full retirement age, your wife 
will get 100% of the benefit you are receiv- 
ing at your death. If you claim earlier (e.g., 
now), your wife will get that earlier smaller 
amount as your widow. Compare that to 
what she’ll get by you waiting until age 70 
to claim, when your benefit will be about 
24% more than it is now. Again, something 
for you to consider. 

If you claim at age 70 you will have 
collected about the same amount of money 
at age 82 as if you had claimed now. That 
is your “breakeven” point, which is where 
your expected longevity comes into play. 
If you think you will beat the average and 
you do, you’ll collect much more in total 
lifetime Social Security benefits by wait- 
ing until you are 70 to claim. Of course, 
no one knows how long they will live, but 
if your family history suggests a long life 
and you’re in good health now, delaying is 
usually a prudent choice. That is, however, 
a decision only you can make. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin- 


See SECURITY, page 5 


est Column 
Taking on your houseplant questions 


lise, who enjoys read- IN THE My first thought is in 
ing the column from GARDEN regards to watering. You see, 
Brookfield, posed this peg ges siton geraniums can be finicky 

PES 
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question to the Garden Lady: “I 
have a number of scented gera- 
niums in my sunroom that I dug 
up from my herb garden last sum- 
mer. They were looking good for 
awhile, but within the last month 
their leaves have begun to turn 
brown. It seems to start with the 
older foliage, beginning with the 
leaf margins and working its way 
in. I keep picking off the bad leaves but 
more follow suit. Do you have any sugges- 
tions as to how I should remedy this?” 

Scented geraniums were among the 
first herbs I ever grew! In fact, at 18 I had 
a windowsill of them in my bedroom. I 
loved how they would emit a heavenly 
fragrance whenever the leaves were rubbed 
between my thumb and forefinger. Scents 
like lemon, nutmeg, coconut and rose. Fast 
forward a few decades and I am blessed 
with a collection of scented geraniums in 
the greenhouse at Old Sturbridge Village! 
Although they looked great a couple of 
weeks ago, they too have started to show 
some brown leaves, exactly in the manner 
you explain. 





ROBERTA 
MCQUAID 
TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS 
COLUMNIST 


when it comes to moisture. If 
you let them get too dry their 
leaves will brown; too wet 
and the same thing happens. 
Sometimes looking at the soil 
and watering if it “looks” dry 
isn’t the best thing to do, and 
honestly, in my haste, that is 
what I have been doing lately. 
I am going back to the “finger 
test” and only water when the soil is dry to 
the touch, a few inches into the pot; maybe 
that will help. 

Another point of interest is in regards 
to chlorinated water. There is some 
research that indicates geraniums are sensi- 
tive to chlorine. If your tap water is heavily 
chlorinated I would recommend that you 
fill a watering can with water and let it sit 
for 24 hours. The chlorine will dissipate 
before watering. Likewise, you can also 
run tap water through a charcoal type water 
filter to rid it of chlorine. 

Lastly, our geraniums may be hun- 
gry. Beginning in late February and early 
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OF NOTE 





“You can cut 
all the flowers 
but you cannot 

keep Spring 


from coming.” 


Pablo Neruda 





Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ- 
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num- 
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author- 
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub- 
lished. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega- 
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed. 

Deadline for submis- 
sions is Wednesday at 
noon. 

Please email (pre- 
ferred) letters to the- 
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 
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became a bit of a hangout for seven or 
eight of us, who were close friends. We’d 
stay most of the afternoon, and I’d go 
home for dinner only after hanging out at 
Joe’s house for a couple hours.” 

Biden’s appetite for politics was 
apparent at an early age. When Biden 
came up empty-handed in a bid to 
become Class President at Archmere, his 
failed attempt carried significant weight. 

“I know it affected him a lot. He 
was really unhappy senior year when he 
lost that election to a very close friend of 
mine and his, Dave Walsh,’ said Markel. 
“T noticed that this was a lot more 
important to him than, perhaps, it would 
have been for another high school kid.” 

Biden’s ambition was only strength- 
ened in the aftermath of being defeated 
by a peer. Markel said that Biden took 
heavily after his mother Catherine, a 
kindhearted woman, who would often 
offer the boys dating advice and encour- 
age Biden’s political aspirations. 

“We used to sit there in the after- 
noons, sometimes, and we’d talk to her, 
and she’d give us advice on what we 
were doing wrong and why our girl- 
friends didn’t like us or were angry with 
us, stuff like that,’ Markel said. 

One afternoon in the Biden base- 
ment, a political conversation ensued. As 
Biden’s classmates inquired as to why he 
was so invested in the topic, a friend by 
the name of Charles Del Campo inter- 
vened. 

“Charlie, who now lives in Los 


Angeles, said, ‘Joe wants to be President; 
can’t you understand?,’” Markell 
recalled. “We looked over at Joe. He 
didn’t say, ‘yes,’ or, ‘no,’ but he had a lit- 
tle bit of a smile on his face. You can tell 
by his eyes that clearly that’s something 
he had been thinking about and some- 
thing he wanted to do.” 

After graduating from Archmere in 
1961, Biden studied at the University 
of Delaware, graduating in 1965 before 
earning his law degree from Syracuse 
University in 1968. Markel then gradu- 
ated from the University of Notre Dame. 

It didn’t take either man long 
to enter the political field. Biden was 
first elected to the New Castle County 
Council in 1970 and started his own 
law practice soon after. Markel, a polit- 
ical science professor at American 
International College in Springfield 
for 20 years, served seven terms as a 
Springfield City Councilor. 

In 1972, Biden was elected as a U.S. 
Senator at the age of 29. Markel was 
highly impressed by Biden’s upset vic- 
tory. 

“{Biden] was the highest ranked 
Democrat in Delaware so when it came 
time to nominate someone to run for the 
U.S. Senate, he was the obvious choice, 
and he won in 1972 by a rather thin mar- 
gin. He beat Rep. Senator [Caleb] Boggs 
in a very Republican state. Clearly, he 
was on his way,” said Markel. 

Biden ran unsuccessfully for 
U.S. President in both 1988 and 2008 
but remained in the U.S. Senate from 
1973 until 2009, when he became Vice 
President under President Barack Obama. 
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deductions, and the miles you logged on 
your vehicle for work? If yes, give your- 
self another pat on the back. If not, you 
might want to invest some time in getting 
that together. Documentation of student 
loan interest paid last year and any debt 
that was charged off translate into credits 
and liabilities, too, so you’ll want that at 
your fingertips. 

This is just a starter list. To get a 
comprehensive checklist of everything 
you'll need to be ready for tax return 
preparation, go to irs.gov or contact your 
tax prep professional. 

We have a resource for you that 
many might be surprised to learn about 
— AARP. Did you know the AARP 
TaxAide program provides IRS-trained 
volunteers to prepare returns for any- 
one who asks? Free of charge. This 1s 
NOT limited to AARP members or even 
seniors in general. Taxpayers of any age 
can use this valuable service. They even 
handle returns for eligible small busi- 


nesses. The only limitation is this pro- 
gram is intended for those in the mid- 
dle-income bracket and lower. There is 
an income ceiling and those who exceed 
it are not likely eligible for the service. 

For everyone else, it’s a well-regard- 
ed service that includes e-filing (which 
you want; It means faster processing and 
less time to get a refund if you’re due 
one). AARP suspended this program just 
about a year ago in response to the pan- 
demic because the service was provided 
in-person at libraries, senior centers and 
other public facilities. Since then, they 
have had time to plan and adjust and 
AARP TaxAide now offers drop-off and 
virtual service using secure servers that 
protect your Social Security number and 
other vital personal information. 

There are some in-person appoint- 
ments, but none in our immediate area. 
For all the information about that pro- 
gram, go to taxaide.aarpfoundation.org. 

So, are you ready to “render unto 
Caesar?” If not, make it a priority. April 
15 will be here before you know it. 
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March, scented geraniums begin to ini- 
tiate flower buds and require addition- 
al nutrients to do so. I'll start feeding 
with a liquid fertilizer at half strength 
every two weeks or so to support that 
need. Hopefully by adopting some of 
this advice your geraniums will begin 
to look a bit happier and mine will too! 

Frances has a beautiful potted 
cyclamen and is curious how this par- 
ticular plant is propagated. “My mother 
always comments about the beauty of 
my pink cyclamen. Can I remove a leaf, 
insert it into the soil and expect it will 
root, as would an African violet’s?” 

Florist Cyclamen (Cyclamen per- 
sicum) is a delightful indoor plant 
that flowers during the winter months. 
Its quarter-sized blooms in red, pink 
and white are unique in that the petals 
are bent back, reflexed even, and held 
above pretty, heart-shaped, silver-mar- 
gined leaves. There are varying types 
available with fancy flowers and intri- 
cately patterned foliage. 

The cyclamen plant is tuberous 
and unfortunately is best propagated by 
seed or by division of its fibrous roots. 


Usually this task is left to the experts 
who are best able to deal with erratic 
germination and roots susceptible to 
rot. 

Recently I became the proud owner 
of my very first cyclamen (thanks, 
Mom!). It’s always fun to get to learn 
about the life cycle of a new plant. With 
the cylamen’s bloom time during the 
winter, it has a period of dormancy mid 
spring through the end of summer when 
it’s leaves will yellow and shed, and 
it will demand next to no water. This 
time frame is opposite of what we are 
used to with our perennial flowers that 
bloom during the summer and go dor- 
mant during the winter. In late August, 
begin watering and leaves will sprout 
anew before blooming begins during 
the fall. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 28 years, she has held the 
position of staff horticulturalist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a ques- 
tion for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 





Despite his national success, Biden 
remained close to Markel, aiding him 
in his successful campaign to become 
Springfield Mayor in 1992. 

“He was very helpful to me when I 
ran for mayor, as well as when I ran for 
city council, raising money, coming to 
Springfield. And when I ran for mayor, 
he came up twice. He did a fundraiser for 
me in Springfield and did one in Boston 
to help me with the campaign. That’s 
who he is. He’s loyal to his friends; never 
asked me for anything in return,” said 
Markel. 

Outside of the political realm, Biden 
and Markel have maintained a healthy 
friendship for decades. Before Biden 
entered the White House, Markel said 
that the two would meet in Delaware five 
to six times each year, since Markel’s 
parents lived in nearby Philadelphia. 

“Whenever I’d be down there, 
we'd get together, talk and go out and 
do stuff,’ said Markel. “One of the 
things we always did, the morning of 
Thanksgiving, I’d always be there, and 
some of the old classmates would meet 
in a park in Wilmington and play touch 
football on Thanksgiving morning until 
we got too old and fat to do it. We used 
to call it the “Toilet Bowl.” 

Last year, Markel aspired to 
become a delegate for the Democratic 
National Convention. After contact- 
ing Biden’s office, Markel was given a 
more prominent role as a member of the 
Massachusetts delegation to the Electoral 
College. 

The title allowed Markel to officially 
file a ballot for Biden to become presi- 
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1. One of Noah’s sons 41. Expression of 


5. Openings sympathy 
11.Rising fromthe 42. Bleats 
dead 44. Swiss Nobel 
14. Expressions for Peace Prize 
humorous effect winner 
15. North American 46. Vegetable 
country 47. Turf 
18. Flowed over 49. Disorganized in 
19. Tags character 
21. Long-lasting light 52. Takes 
bulb 96. Rules over 
23. Off-Broadway 58. More fervid 
theater award 60. Sweet drink 
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Inthe News ¢ 


dent; of 11 individuals, Markel was the 
only Massachusetts elector who was per- 
sonally endorsed by Biden. 

On Dec. 14, 2020, Markel entered 
the House Chamber in the U.S. Capital 
building to cast the ballot for Biden. The 
experience was nearly beyond belief. 

“T almost pinched myself saying, ‘Is 
this really happening? Is this guy who I 
used to hang out with and have known all 
my life really becoming the President of 
the United States?’ There’s a certain sur- 
real quality to that, but Joe is a striver. He 
doesn’t give up,” said Markel. 

So far, Markel said he approves 
of the job Biden has done in the Oval 
Office. Markel is confident that Biden 
will avoid the “angry tweeting at night- 
time, personal attacks and so forth that 
was all part of the Trump era.” 

Upon becoming president, Biden’s 
phone number changed and his secu- 
rity increased immensely. To contact 
his longtime friend, Markel now must 
communicate through Biden’s sister 
Valerie, who Markel has also known 
since high school; the two even went on 
a New Year’s Eve date in Center City 
Philadelphia more than a half century 
ago. 

When all is said and done, regard- 
less of policies or political ratings, Biden 
and Markel will remain good friends. 
In the meantime, Markel is enjoying his 
friend’s tremendous success. 

“To have a member of my high 
school class[become president], it’s just 
amazing and astonishing. Plus, I think 
he’s doing a good job at this point,” 
Markel said. 
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(abbr. (abbr.) 
5. Acting as if you are 37. Capital of Senegal 


— 


6. Affirmative 38. Slang for military 

7. Not caps leader 

8. Type of medication 40. Football’s big 

9. Monetary unit game 

10. Private schoolin  43.Women who threw 
New York themselves on 

12. Small stream funeral pyres 

13.A person of wealth 45. Equally 

16. Exclude 48. Forest animal 

17. Someone who 50. Heavy stoves 
vouches for you 51. Releasing 

20. Vegetable part hormone (abbr.) 

22. Gov't lawyer 53. SONG 


25. Term to address a 
woman 


94. Type of pickle 
55, Offer in return for 


26. Swiss river money 

27. About senator 57. Soviet Socialist 

29. Paulo, city Republic 

31. Native American 58. Burns wood 
tribe (abbr.) 

34. “Titanic” actor 59. Beloved singer 

36. Campaign for Charles 


Students’ rights 61. Three-toed sloth 


CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9 
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> In The News 


Springfield College partners with HPS to offer employee grants 


SPRINGFIELD —- Springfield 
College has partnered with the Holyoke 
Public Schools in providing employee 
grants to full and part-time employees of 
Holyoke Public Schools, who are enrolled 
in either undergraduate, graduate, doc- 
toral, or certificate of advanced graduate 
study programs at Springfield College. 

“We are excited to embark on this 
partnership with Holyoke Public Schools. 
As we are committed to increasing the 
number of teachers of color complet- 
ing our preparation programs, we are 
especially looking forward to the pros- 
pect of enrolling Holyoke paraprofes- 
sionals aspiring to become teachers 


and pursuing a bachelor’s degree,” said 
Springfield College Educator Preparation 
and Licensure Director Linda C. Davis- 
Delano. “Further, we see this partnership 
providing an opportunity for teachers and 
other staff to pursue one of the numerous 
bachelor’s and master’s degree programs 
offered at Springfield College.” 

Holyoke Public Schools employees 
are eligible to receive scholarships, which 
have been established by Springfield 
College to support its members being 
educated for leadership in service to oth- 
ers. Students must provide employment 
information to confirm their eligibility. 
For more information, check out spring- 


field.edu/partnership. 

“We are thrilled that Springfield 
College has continued to be a cham- 
pion in our partnership to increase the 
number of teachers of color in Western 
Massachusetts,” stated Holyoke Public 
Schools Human Resources Manager 
Kelly Curran. “We are especially grateful 
that the college has extended a gener- 
ous grant opportunity to Holyoke Public 
Schools paraprofessionals who are inter- 
ested in furthering their education and 
giving back to the community. This 
opportunity supports our commitment to 
build and retain a workforce that is not 
only the most qualified to teach the stu- 


dents of Holyoke, but also celebrates and 
reflects the rich diversity of our students.” 

Employees of Holyoke Public 
Schools can receive the employee grant 
for each degree pursued at the College, 
and participants will be awarded poten- 
tial transfer credits who have completed 
trainings and certifications as outlined 
in the College’s experiential learning 
handbook. 

In addition, the College will provide 
a pathway for Holyoke Public Schools 
employees, once enrolled, to earn addi- 
tional credits for their degree program 
through the College’s prior learning 
assessment portfolio program. 





BusinessWest now accepting nominations for 40 Under Forty Class of 2020 


SPRINGFIELD — BusinessWest 
magazine 1s now accepting nominations 
for its 40 Under Forty class of 2021, and 
will accept them up to the Feb. 26 dead- 
line. Launched in 2007, the recognition 
program is a celebration of rising stars in 
the four counties of Western Mass. The 
process of selecting the region’s 40 Under 
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Certified Nurse Midwife 
Cooley Dickinson ObGyn & 
Midwifery 


- Master of Science, Nursing: 
Thomas Jefferson University 


- Certificate, Nurse Midwifery: Baystate 


Midwifery Education Program 


« Bachelor of Science in Nursing: 
Elms College 


(ole) (=e lel dlakrelane) (e) 


6 © MARCH5, 2021 ¢ The Holyoke Sun 


Anacelis Flecha, CNM 


Forty begins with nominations. 

The background materials submit- 
ted on a given individual are the primary 
source of information to be weighed by 
a panel of five judges who will score the 
candidates. 

Those at BusinessWest encourage 
submissions to be thorough, detailing the 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH 


POINT CUT 
CORNED BEEF 


2° 
~~ USDA INSP. 
> FRESH 
FLAT CUT OR 
WHOLE DELI TRIM 
CORNED BEEF 
$393 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH 


AMERICAN LAMB 
SHOULDER CHOPS 
$3399 
SALE DATES: 
3/4/21 - 3/10/21 


CHICKEN 


Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 





Welcome 


Cooley Dickinson welcomes Anacelis Flecha, 
CNM, to the ObGyn & Midwifery team. 


“| strongly believe in partnering with pa- 

tients and their families to deliver safe, evi- 

0 (=) aler=re bs oy-ky=10 are ]alemlalel\Ulelel<] Aare Mere] c= s)Vaele)|are 
so, | will develop relationships with patients 

da} colelelalolelmuat=l/al\yocem lal cw-] am are)ave)m-lalem- me) alVc 
K-Yof=h von oy-]aval=)muitam ey-1e(=)alemvalcoluce|alelelmelinicle: 
ent stages of their lives. My goal 

is to provide families with evidenced-based 

Taco) gant-1acolam-lalem=van) exe) iy=)mcal-lan men val-lmtat=Vaer- 1a 
make an informed decision about their health’ 


iV (MasXol =X=) a el (at-) ale- J alee) ce)t-vemr-ler-llaim GO) |Delamelels 


facilities. 


Tals X=] eXe)ame) msl aaer-libymare\ivar-(ea=) olalare 


new patients: 


ADVANCING YOUR HEALTH 


© DRUMSTICK s012 sn meee 88%, 


USDA INSP. MAPLE WOOD SMOKED 


1/2 BONELESS 


£90 Meat Outlet 


BUY DIRECT FOR == SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION ¢ SERVICE 


in bette lore lolole 
0/0) FAD) (GINO) 


MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL AFFILIATE 


candidate’s success in business, involve- 
ment in the community, and awards 
and designations. Supporting informa- 
tion (such as a résumé) may be sent to 
godaire @ businesswest.com. Please 
include the nominee’s name in the subject 
line. 

Nominees must be under age 40 as of 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST OR STEAKS sans Pi 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


BONELESS & SKINLESS 
CHICKEN THIGH raya, A Mb 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


ah 


$4 69 


90 Avocado St. 
Springfield 
413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 





April 1, 2021. Nominations can be sub- 
mitted at businesswest.com/40-under-for- 
ty-nomination-form. Only nominations 
submitted to BusinessWest through the 
online form will be considered. 

The selected individuals will 
be profiled in the May 12 edition of 
Business West. 


® La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-/pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 


Ei acebook.com/turleysports 





ys) @turleysports 


SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


Es sports@turley.com 





www.sports.turley.com 
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Tigers pick up pair of 
wins in late season 


SOUTH HADLEY - After having its season 
reinstated by the school committee, the South Hadley 
High School ice hockey team, which co-ops with 
Granby High School, sprung into action and fit seven 
games into the final three weeks of the winter season. 
South Hadley played its home games in Holyoke at 
Fitzpatrick Rink. Holyoke was previously part of the 
program, but dropped out two years ago. Holyoke 
was unable to play high school sports during the win- 
ter season. After struggling to get the rust off in the 
first few games, South Hadley rebounded to finish 


Matt Brunelle 
skates toward 
the goal. 


Kadyn Laramee shoots in traffic. 








Josh Chateauneuf, ; 
one of the Granby by 
members of the 
team, takes a 
wrist shot. 
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Joe Meon tries to pull the puck away from the wall. 







3-3-1, including two wins in their final three games. 
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More racers gearing up for modified series 


SEEKONK —- When 
the Tri Track Open Modified 
Series season takes the green 
flag on May | at Monadnock 
Speedway, the field will be 
stacked full of talent. One of 
the talented stars is rising New 
Hampshire racer Matthew 
Kimball, who is a former Mini 


Matt Kimball is another hopeful to win the Tri Track this year. submitted photo 


Stock champion and currently 
a competitor in the Sportsman 
Modified division at multiple 
tracks in the Granite State. 
Kimball, who does have 
limited starts with Tri Track, 
is hoping to be able to run the 
entire six-race slate in 2021. His 
most important goal will be to 





Se = 





be consistent, learn more about 
the Tour-Type Modifieds, and 
come home with solid top-10 
finishes. He also plans to com- 
pete full-time at Monadnock in 
the Apex Racing No. 11 in the 
track’s Sportsman Modifieds 
and hopes to chase the 
NASCAR Division I National 
Championship, if the first few 
weeks of the season go well. 
“Tt’s always good to try and 
get your name out there and 
this is a great opportunity to do 
that,’ Kimball said. ““We want to 
win races, but we are going to 
go race-by-race, and see what 
the schedules look like, so we 
don’t have conflictions. We’re 
going to take this year step-by- 
step. We would like to finish 
top-10 in the Tri Track points.” 
Kimball, who won the Mini 
Stock title at Monadnock in 


See RACERS, page 8 





Wrestling still not cleared for 
competitions as spring looms 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION -— In an effort to 
fit every sport into the modi- 
fied high school seasons, the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association decid- 
ed to move wrestling from 
the winter to the spring sea- 
son. With football occurring 
during the Fall 2 season, it 
was decided wrestling should 
take place during the spring. 

However, at a recent 
meeting of MIAA Wrestling 
Committee, it was announced 
the Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs had 
still not cleared the sport of 
wrestling for Level 3 activi- 
ty, which allows for compe- 
titions to occur. If wrestling 


is not allowed to have level 3 
activity, meets cannot occur. 

In the meeting, it was 
reported that football will 
be observed during the next 
three weeks. Due to the close 
contact involved in football, 
the EEA will be looking at 
the sport to compare it to the 
close contact that will occur 
in wrestling. Spring sports 
are set to begin in late April, 
early May. 

According to the minute 
of the committee meeting, 
if the EEA makes the deci- 
sion to move wrestling into 
the level 3 status, then modi- 
fications for the sport will be 
presented for approval by the 
MIAA. 

In addition to observa- 


See WRESTLING, page 8 
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HOLYOKE -— Valley Blue Sox 
President Fred Ciaglo announced the 
hiring of Kate Avard as the team’s new 
General Manager. 

Avard, 22, will be returning to the 
Blue Sox organization after interning 
with the team during the 2016 season. 
The Easthampton, MA native, original- 
ly from Holyoke, is a graduate of the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 
where she earned a B.S. degree in Sport 
Management from the Isenberg School 
of Management and a B.S. degree 
studying kinesiology from the School 


of Public Health and Health Sciences. 
“We’re very excited to appoint 
Kate as our new General Manager,” 
said Ciaglo. “Having previously served 
as one of our interns, she knows the 
culture and community-oriented mis- 
sion of our organization. Given her 
education in sport management, Kate 
will bring strong business fundamen- 
tals, creativity and a passion for base- 
ball to the Blue Sox front office.” 
While at UMass Amherst, Avard 
served as the Intramural Special Events 
Assistant and held multiple intern- 


Valley Blue Sox name new general manager 


ships within the Athletic Department. 
After graduating from UMass Amherst, 
Avard enrolled in graduate courses 
studying athletic training and emergen- 
cy medicine at Boston University. 

Avard is eager to return to 
MacKenzie Stadium and expand her 
role with the organization. 

“Growing up in Holyoke, I attend- 
ed many Holyoke Giants games, then 
later Blue Sox games, with my family 
which is where I fell in love with the 
sport of baseball,” said Avard. I later 
interned with the team and saw first- 





hand the positive influence the team 
had on the local families and local 
community, similar to what I had per- 
sonally experienced growing up,” she 
added. 

“The Blue Sox reputation has 
grown tremendously over the past 
few years, making the team a staple 
throughout Western Mass, said Avard. 
“Stepping into the role of General 
Manager, I hope I am able to build 
upon the relationship the organization 
has with the community and grow the 
team in the coming years.” 





25 nominees for Volleyball 
Hall of Fame announced 


HOLYOKE -— The list of 25 nom- 
inees for the International Volleyball 
Hall of Fame 2021 Induction has been 
announced and the Fan Vote presented by 
Mizuno is now officially open through 
Feb, 28. 

Fans can vote daily for as many 
nominees as they feel are deserving of 
Induction. The top 5 nominees select- 
ed by the public will comprise a “fans’ 
ballot” that will be tallied along with the 
official selection committee ballots to 
pick the Class of 2021 inductees. 

“These 25 nominees represent 
11 different countries and some of the 
biggest names in volleyball from the 
past two decades and beyond.” said 
George Mulry, Executive Director 
of the International Volleyball Hall of 
Fame. “Having to skip the 2020 class of 
Inductees because of COVID has cre- 
ated a bit of a backlog that’s resulted in 
perhaps the strongest list of nominees 
top to bottom we’ve ever had. I think 
it’s going to be really hard for people to 


narrow down their Fan Vote selections 
but it will also make this year’s Induction 
that much more special for the selected 
class.” 

The new class of Inductees will 
be announced in March and the 2021 
Induction Celebration is scheduled 
for Saturday, Oct. 23 and will be live 
streamed for anyone that cannot travel to 
Holyoke. Induction Celebration tickets 
will go on sale when the new class is 
announced. 

The nominees are: Taismary 
Aguero, Dr. Rolf Andresen, Manuela 
Benelli, Gianfranco Briani, Julius Brink 
and Jonas Reckermann, Dr. Gabriel 
Cherebetiu, Sergio Dutra Santos, 
Giovane Gavio, Linda Hanley, Barbara 
Jelic-Ruzic, Pieter Joon, Siegfried 
Kohler, Peter Lange, Andre Meyer, 
Samuele Papi, Carmelo Pittera, Bernardo 
Rezende, Todd Rogers, Yumilka Ruiz, 
Ricardo Santos, Clay Stanley, Sergey 
Tetyuhkhin, Logan Tom, Fernanda 
Venturini, and Elaine Youngs. 





Follow Turley Sports on Instagram 


REGION — Turley Publications 
sports department has recently joined 
Instagram. You can find our account by 
searching “turleysports.” Please follow 
and share. We will be featuring photos 


from all 11 of our sports sections in the 
coming weeks, but as always, you can 
see all the photos that appear by sub- 
scribing to your local paper or picking up 
a copy in your community. 





Hampshire association seeking umpires 


REGION — The Hampshire Franklin 
Baseball Umpire Association (HFBUA) 
is planning to conduct classes for the 
2021 baseball season following all rec- 
ommended COVID-19 protocols includ- 
ing the possibility of on-line instruc- 
tion. The association covers umpiring of 
scholastic baseball for all of Hampshire 


and Franklin county schools registered 
under MIAA and several other baseball 
leagues in the area. If you are interested 
in umpiring baseball or obtaining fur- 
ther information regarding the upcom- 
ing classes please contact Roger Booth 
- Secretary/Treasurer of the HFBUA via 
email at quilthunter@comcast.net. 





Sign-ups now available for Relics softball 


LUDLOW — The Western Mass 
Relics has opened registration for the 
2021 Senior Softball Season. 

The Silver Division (age 50 to 64) 
has filled 36 of the 112 spots and the 
Gold Division (65-and-up) has filled 


32 of the 96 spots. The registrations are 
accepted on a first come first serve basis. 
All our games are played at the Fish & 
Game in Ludlow. 

For further information or to register 
go to http://www.westernmassrelics.org. 
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2018, started his career in go-karts, and 
moved to the Mini Stocks at the age of 
13. From there, he sat behind the wheel 
of a modified at full speed for the first 
time at age 15, and the experience was 
different from anything he had dealt with 
before -- but he found success quickly. 

“My dad had a few championships 
before I took over and it didn’t take me 
too long to adapt to it,’ Kimball said. “I 
won my first race just four weeks into the 
season. I practiced a lot before getting 
into a race -- ran it towards the end of the 
year, and during practices, we went out 
as much as possible. Once you get com- 
fortable in the car, it’s like driving any 
other race car.” 

Kimball competes regular- 
ly at Monadnock, Hudson Speedway, 
Claremont Speedway and occasionally 
Lee USA Speedway, and plans to focus 
on Monadnock full-time this season, 
along with Tri Track. Driving the No. 50 
machine, Kimball has learned the ropes 
of the Modified over the last few years, 


but knows he needs to continue to soak 
up the environment to be successful at 
the level of Tri Track competition. He 
finished sixth and seventh in the two Tri 
Track races on Monadnock’s high-banks 
last year. 

“It’s a pretty big difference rac- 
ing-wise from a Mini Stock to a 
Modified, but it just takes a few laps to 
get used to the throttle and the power,’ 
Kimball said. “The biggest difference is 
the tone of the race. It’s a lot different 
trying to save your tires, versus a crate 
car, where you go hard the whole time. I 
still have to figure it out. I have to figure 
out adjustments to make it last more than 
80 laps, so we are there at the end. A lot 
of it is experience -- you don’t really see 
many guys jump in a tour car and just be 
there at the end.” 

He’s excited to continue to race with 
the talented field Tri Track offers, and 
is looking forward to visiting Seekonk 
Speedway for the first time in his career. 
Tri Track’s 2021 schedule includes two 
stops at Monadnock, his home-track, two 
at Seekonk and two at Star Speedway, 
where Kimball has limited laps. 


“It’s a lot different racing against 
the big names, but they were in the 
same shoes we were at one point in their 
career,’ Kimball said. “I’ve never even 
been to Seekonk, so that will be tough. 
But I feel confident in Monadnock and 
I’ve won at Star in the Mini Stock. The 
difference at Star with a car with a lot 
more power will require a different line 
and everything. It should be a lot of fig- 
uring out different setups this year.” 

With support from his family and 
friends, and his sponsors, Kimball 
wouldn’t be able to drive on the track. 
His sponsors include APEX Racing, 
KRJ Jewelry, Edmunds Ace Hardware, 
Peterboro Tools, Tyler’s Small Engines, 
Trends of Fashion, Birch Wood Inn, 
Beangroup and more. He’s lucky to have 
a stout list of supports behind him to help 
him compete at a high-level. 

“T’m just going to be playing it by 
ear and get the cars ready and go for 
Monadnock, [ll be running three races 
in that same weekend,’ Kimball said. 
“Between the two Sportsman Modified 
races and the Tri Track race, it will be a 
busy weekend. I’m also going to be able 


to race my dad, who will run our family 
car in a few races this year. I’ve beat- 
en him three times, and he’s beaten me 
once, so hopefully I can keep the good 
streak going. I’m just hoping to be there 
at the end of each race this year.” 

Kimball is just one of more than 15 
drivers who have already registered to 
compete in the entire Tri Track slate for 
the 2021 season. Registration is open and 
teams can register at TriTrackModifieds. 
com/team-info. Teams have the option 
to either sign-up for the whole season or 
just one single race. 

The Tri Track Open Modified Series 
will visit three historic New England 
tracks, twice each, to make up the six- 
race schedule for 2021. The series 
will stop at Monadnock Speedway in 
Winchester, New Hampshire on May 
1 and August 14, while visiting Star 
Speedway in Epping, New Hampshire 
on May 22 and July 24. The anticipated 
return to Seekonk Speedway, scheduled 
for June 30 and October 23, will mark 
two staple events -- the $10,000 to win 
Open Wheel Wednesday in June and the 
Haunted Hundred to wrap the season. 





M ORSE, from page 1 


be open position, and the resignation 
of the mayor is a topic that will be dis- 
cussed by the Holyoke City Council for 
a solution until a new motor is elected. 
Though Morse is switching career 


paths he shows affection and appre- 
ciation for Holyoke, his hometown 
and a city that he has helped to lead 
and transform. Especially during the 
unique battles of last year, perhaps it’s 
time for a new leader to help guide 
Holyoke through the coming years and 
new battles. 


{ Send Us Your Photos! 


TheSun@turley.com 
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tion of football, the status of vaccina- 
tion in the Commonwealth will also play 
into the lifting of restrictions at the state 


level. It was recently announced large 
sports venues like Fenway Park would be 
allowed to open beginning March 22 at 
12 percent capacity as part of the begin- 
ning of Phase 4 of the state’s re-opening 
plan. 





SE CURI ly, from page 4 


ions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accred- 
ited by the National Social Security 
Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affil- 
1ated with or endorsed by the Social 


Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a ques- 
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda- 
tion.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor at AMAC. 


Attracting birds, butterflies, 
bees, and other beneficials 


AMHERST -— As we begin to think 
about planning our gardens this year, 
it’s a good time to consider the benefits 
of adding plants that attract birds, but- 
terflies, and bees. Learn how to do just 
that by joining us for Attracting Birds, 
Butterflies, Bees, and Other Beneficials, 
a webinar to be hosted by the Jones 
Library via Zoom on Thursday, March 4 


at 7 p.m. 


This webinar, a power point presen- 
tation offered by naturalist and landscap- 
er John Root, describes the essential roles 
played by birds, pollinators, and other 
beneficial wildlife and provides guidance 
on meeting their needs for food, cover, 
and water. A variety of plants that nourish 
these organisms throughout their lifecy- 
cles is discussed, and organic methods 
for establishing wildlife habitat are also 


RECEIVER’S NOTICE OF 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue of an Order for 
Appointment of Receiver 
issued by the Western Division 
Housing Court in the case 
entitled “City of Holyoke v. 
Estate of Robert Ezold, et als”, 
Docket No. 17-CV-1036 dated 
March 16, 2018, recorded with 
the Hampden District Registry 
of Deeds in Book 22177, Page 
377, Order Replacing Receiver 
dated June 26, 2019, record- 
ed in Book 23652, Page 497; 
and pursuant to an Order on 
February 19, 2021, Authorizing 
Enforcement of Receiver’s 
Priority Lien under M.G.L. 
Ch. 111 §1271, the Receiver, 
Block Capital, LLC, hereby 
gives notice of its intent to 
foreclose on its Lien regard- 
ing the premises located at 57 
Norwood Terrace, Holyoke, 
Massachusetts on March 
29, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. at the 
premises. The premises are 
described as follows: 

A certain parcel of land with 
the buildings thereon situated 
in said Holyoke, known and 
designated as Lot Number 
Twelve (12) on a Plan of Lots 
of Norwood Terrace Extension, 
and recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds, 
Book of Plans “Z” Page 35. 

Said Lot is more particular- 
ly bounded and described as 
follows: 

EASTERLY 
by Norwood Terrace sixty (60) 
feet; 

SOUTHERLY 
by Lot #11 on said Plan, one 
hundred twenty-three and 
fifty-two one hundredths 
(123.52) feet; 

WESTERLY 
by land of owners unknown, 
sixty (60) feet; and 

NORTHERLY 

by Hicks Avenue, one hun- 
dred twenty-three and fifty-two 
one hundredths (123.52) feet. 

Being the same premises 


conveyed to Robert J. Ezold 
and Ellen Moriarty Ezold by 
deed recorded with Hampden 
District Registry of Deeds in 
Book 3922, Page 87. 

The Receiver reserves the 
right to postpone the sale to 
a later date by public procla- 
mation at the time and date 
appointed for the sale and 
to further postpone at any 
adjourned sale date by pub- 
lic proclamation at the time 
and date appointed for the 
adjourned sale date. The 
Receiver further reserves the 
right to open the bidding at the 
time, date and place appoint- 
ed for sale, and if no bids are 
received, or the bids received 
are deemed unacceptable to 
Receiver, to postpone the sale 
to a later date by public proc- 
lamation. 

In the event that the suc- 
cessful bidder at the fore- 
closure sale shall default 
in purchasing the within 
described property according 
to the terms of this Notice of 
Sale and/or the terms of the 
Memorandum of Sale execut- 
ed at the time of the foreclo- 
sure, the Receiver reserves 
the right to sell the property by 
Receiver’s Foreclosure Deed 
to the second highest bid- 
der provided that the second 
highest bidder shall deposit 
with Receiver’s attorneys the 
amount of the required depos- 
it as set forth herein within 
three (3) business days after 
written notice of default of the 
previous highest bidder and 
title shall be conveyed to said 
second highest bidder within 
twenty (20) days of said written 
notice. 

The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all unpaid 
taxes and other municipal 
assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbrances of 
record entitled to precedence 
over the Receiver’s lien, and 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 


presented. Handouts will be available for 
downloading, and comments and ques- 
tions will be welcome at the conclusion 
of the program. A recording of this event 
will be scheduled for multiple broadcasts 
by Amherst Media and will be made 
accessible at their website via YouTube. 

For more information on the pro- 
gram and how to join us via Zoom, 
please visit https://www.joneslibrary.org/ 
or contact Janet Ryan at ryanj@jonesli- 
brary.org. The Zoom event can also be 
accessed directly on March 4 at https:// 
www.joneslibrary.org/beneficials. 

This program is made possible by 
the Friends of the Jones Libraries. This 
program is also supported in part by the 
Amherst Cultural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state agency. 





subject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions of 
record and subject to all tenan- 
cies and/or rights of parties in 
possession. 

Terms of the Sale: Cash, 
cashier’s or certified check in 
the sum of $10,000.00 as a 
deposit must be shown at the 
time and place in order to qual- 
ify as a bidder (the Receiver 
and its designee(s) are exempt 
from this requirement); high 
bidder to sign Memorandum 
of Sale upon acceptance of 
bid; balance of purchase price 
payable in cash or by certi- 
fied check in thirty (80) days 
from the date of that sale at 
the offices of the Receiver’s 
attorney: Murphy & Lupan, 
P.A., 5 Commonwealth Road, 
Ath Floor, Natick, MA 01760, 
or such other time as may be 
designated by the Receiver. 
The description of the prem- 
ises contained in the Deed 
to Robert J. Ezold and Ellen 
Moriarty Ezold recorded with 
Hampden District Registry of 
Deeds in Book 3922, Page 
87 shall control in the event 
of a typographical error in this 
publication. Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 

Block Capital, LLC, Receiver 

By its Attorney: 

Michael J. Murphy, Esq. 
Murphy & Lupan, P.A. 
5 Commonwealth Road, 4th 
Floor 
Natick, MA 01760 
(508) 650-9252 

02/26, 03/05, 03/12/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
CITY OF HOLYOKE 
GAS & ELECTRIC 
DEPARTMENT 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ANNUAL CONTRACT 
Sealed bids for the above 
contract will be received 
by Holyoke Gas & Electric 
Dept. until 2:00 p.m., March 
25, 2021 at the Office of the 
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HOLYOKE - If you haven’t heard 
by now, for the second year in a row, 
the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road 
Race has been cancelled due to con- 
cerns surrounding COVID-19. 

We certainly didn’t come to this 
decision lightly but in the interest of 
our participants, volunteers, and our 
community we have cancelled this 
We’ve been 
looking forward to the race since the 
cancellation last year, never thinking 
this pandemic would last this long. 

We understand that this isn’t a 
replacement for the real thing but run- 
ning with 7,000 others right now is not 
possible, but we will try to make it just 
This March we will hold the 
second Virtual Holyoke St Patrick’s 


year’s in person race. 


as fun! 


Manager, 99 Suffolk St., 
Holyoke, MA 01040, at which 
time proposals will be publicly 
opened and read. 

Bid Deposit 

A Bid Deposit in the amount 
of $25,000 must accompa- 
ny all bids and may be in the 
form of a certified, treasurer’s, 
or cashier’s check payable 
to HG&E from a responsible 
bank or trust company; cash; 
or a bid bond from a licensed 
surety payable to HG&E. 

Prevailing Wage Rates: 

Rates, which are to apply to 
the work, are set by the Mass. 
Dept. of Labor & Industries. 

DCAMM 

A Certificate of Eligibility 
from the Mass. Division of 
Capital Asset Management & 
Maintenance and an Update 
Statement are required. 

Additional information may 
be obtained from: 

Chi Wong 
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept. 
99 Suffolk St. 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
(413) 536-9308 
cwong@hged.com 

The right is hereby reserved 
to reject any or all proposals, 
or to accept any proposal that 
in the opinion of the Manager 
may be in the best interest of 
the City of Holyoke. 

Please mark sealed enve- 
lopes “Bid for Electrical 
Services Annual Contract” 
and address them to: 

James M. Lavelle, Manager 
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept. 
99 Suffolk St. 
Holyoke, MA 01040 

03/05/2021 


Tighe&Bond 
H0052-044/03/02/21 00100-1 
Advertisement for Bids 
HOLYOKE WATER WORKS 
HOLYOKE, 
MASSACHUSETTS 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Sealed Bids for the con- 
struction of the “West Holyoke 
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Inthe News ¢ 


St. Patrick’s Road Race 
going virtual for 2021 


giveaways. 


ister. 


Day Road Race. 
10K route (or use ours!) and compete 
against other runners. We will provide 
a familiar looking t-shirt, printable cus- 
tom bib number, free beer, and local 


Create your own 


Go to http://racewire.com/register. 
php?id=11824 for all the details to reg- 


Lastly, thank you for your patience 
and support over the last year. The 
St. Patrick’s Committee of Holyoke 
works tirelessly year-round to make 
this “Homecoming Weekend” the best 
one of the year. We look forward to the 
opportunity to host you on the streets 
of Holyoke for the 45th running of the 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road Race in 
March 2022. 


Public Notices é 


Water Storage Tank” will be 
received by the Holyoke Water 
Works at 20 Commercial 
Street, Holyoke MA 01040 until 
1:00 p.m. local time on April 
14, 2021. The Bid Opening 
will follow on April 14, 2021 
at 2:00 p.m. at the Holyoke 
Water Treatment Plant at 600 
Wesifield Rod, Holyoke MA, at 
which time the Bids received 
will be publicly opened and 
read. Sealed Bids must 
have outer envelope marked 
as “West Holyoke Water 
Storage Tank.” 

The work consists of 
the construction of a new 
500,000-gallon pre-stressed 
concrete drinking water stor- 
age tank, asphalt access road, 
electrical work, installation of a 
new water main to connect the 
tank to the existing water main, 
valve vaults, associated site 
work, and modifications to an 
existing 500,000-gallon steel 
tank located at the site. Bids 
shall be on a lump sum and 
unit price basis, with additive 
alternate bid items as indicated 
in the Bid Form. 

All Bids for this project 
are subject to the provisions 
of Massachusetts General 
Chapter 30, Section 39M as 
amended. 

Bidding Documents may be 
obtained electronically from 
the Tighe & Bond website at: 

http://www.tighebond. 
com/Projects_Out_to_Bid. 
php 

Prospective bidders must 
complete a one-time registra- 
tion process on the web site in 
order to receive log-in creden- 
tials. Bidders must log in to the 
web site to download bidding 
documents for the project. 

Bidders will be added to the 
“planholders” or prospective 
bidders list upon downloading 
the bidding documents for the 
project. Bidding documents 
may also be examined at the 
office of Tighe & Bond, Inc., 53 


Southampton Road, Westfield, 
Massachusetts between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday, 
legal holidays excluded. 

A bid deposit shall be fur- 
nished in accordance with the 
Instructions to Bidders. 

The time period for holding 
Bids is 30 days, Saturdays, 
Sundays and legal holidays 
excluded, after opening of 
Bids. 

This Contract contains 
price adjustments for hot mix 
asphalt mixes, diesel fuel, gas- 
oline, and Portland cement 
contained in concrete, and 
steel. See Section 01290 for 
payment procedures and base 
prices for this Project. 

Minimum Wage Rates 
as determined by the 
Commissioner of Department 
of Workforce Development 
under the provision of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 149, Section 26 to 
27D, as amended, apply to this 
project. It is the responsibility 
of the Contractor, before Bid 
opening, to request if neces- 
sary, any additional information 
on Minimum Wage Rates for 
those trades people who may 
be employed for the proposed 
Work under this Contract. 

A mandatory pre-Bid con- 
ference will be held at the 
site located on Apremont 
Highway in Holyoke, MA 
near the corner of Apremont 
Highway and Westfield Road 
(State Route 202) on Tuesday 
March 16, 2021 at 10:00 am. 

HOLYOKE WATER 
WORKS, HOLYOKE, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Consulting Engineer: 

Tighe & Bond, Inc. 
53 Southampton Road 
Westfield, MA 01085 
413-562-1600 

03/05/2021 


The Sun 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


AA !!!!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


Fast Free Removal of Junk Cars. His- 
torically highest cash paid for unwant- 
ed autos. (413) 783-3963 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










AB Hauling and 
—— Removal Service 


2**exexx* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 


REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 


experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


CLEANING 
SERVICES 


CLEANING LADY with over ten 
years experience, references upon 
request. Will clean households and 
offices. Please call (413)378-5032 
and ask for Ewa 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 
Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





GRANBY 











Sol 


Co) 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


BELCHERTOWN 


EASTHAMPTON a 








EAST 
BROOKFIELD 





BROOKFIELD 






BRIMFIELD 


WALES { HOLLAND 


- Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 











Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 





HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 











Add $10 for a second Zone pOWGh nae ano 1s02s 
Bang 7e8 mart eae 36001 or add $15 to run in 
SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
ALL THREE ZONES. TUNE UP & REPAIR 
A&M TUNE-UPS 
Name: Phone First ZONE base price uate ors Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
Address: __ ee ee ee Addasecond ZONE 10.00 | and Small Engine Repair. 
| —————— hibedl Ln Work done at your home. 
Town: State:__Zip: Addathird ZONE  __%5.00 a Call Mike (413) 348-7967 
NumberofWeeks: X perweekrate=$ Subtotal me) 
Credit Card: _1 MasterCard LI VISA _J Discover LI Cash LI Check# ee x Number of Weeks 
Card #: oo Exp. Date __ CVV TOTAL Enclosed CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
Amountofcharge: Date: ee QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! MONDAY AT NOON 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Seeking 
Technician with mechanical ability. 
We will train. Benefits included. Send 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


2021 
TAX. TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 


ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


Appointment 


For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


AUTHORIZED 


Call For An IRS 


PROVIDER 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


resume to joe@ct-valley-artesian- 
well.com 


HIRING!!!) Homemakers, PCAS, 
CNAs, Home Health Aids. We have 


offices in Palmer, West Springfield & 
Sturbridge. Please call (413)289- 
9018. Denise Galarneau EOE 





PART-TIME IN HOME CAREGIV- 
ER Palmer area for senior dementia 
woman. Call 413-544-8356 


LAND FOR SALE 


SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Dock coming soon, swimming and 
fishing. Holland, MA. $19,000 each or 
best offer (508) 868-6157 


FOR RENT 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $800.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


1-800-927-9275. 





ANSWERS, from page 1 


rising contribution costs over the last sev- 
eral years, hope they’ll get some of those 
funds back if the retirement board can’t 
show proper documentation. 

“One of the key questions has to 
do with those invoices that amount 
to well over $200,000, for which there 
doesn’t seem to be any backup materi- 
al,’ said Hampden Town Administrator 
Robert Markel of the audit report during 
the March | meeting of the Board of 
Selectmen. “That money might somehow 
be repaid, or at least we should have a 
decision to go after it.” 

On March 1, Hampden Board of 
Selectmen Chair Donald Davenport iden- 
tified another issue with the retirement 
board’s representation that he did not 
approve of. 

“T think it’s important to note that 
you really have what I call ‘The Agawam 
Crony Cabal,’ Davenport said. “You have 
Mr. (Richard) Theroux, who is the for- 
mer Agawam town clerk; you have Karl 
Schmaelzle, who is a Agawam retired fire- 
fighter; and you have the Agawam Town 
Treasurer/Collector, Laurel Placzek. You 
have three of the five [board] members 
from Agawam, the [retirement board] 
office is Agawam, and their counsel is 
also the town counsel for Agawam.” 

Davenport suggested contacting a 
state representative or senator to request 
that a bill be filed to require all five board 
members to come from different com- 
munities. Davenport’s Agawam-centric 
inquiry is among many that remain unan- 
swered. 

On March 3, Markel was scheduled 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 





(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01009 


Personal & Small Business 





to lead a teleconference with the retire- 
ment board that included town managers, 
administrators and other officials from 
Hampden County communities, includ- 
ing Wilbraham Town Administrator Nick 
Breault. 

During the call, which wasn’t open 
to the public, Markel expected to “go 
through the issues one by one and see 
what their response is and basically say 
that things must change.” 

Breault said they’d be asking several 
questions and requesting documents from 
the retirement board. 

“We’re very keen to hear what the 
retirement board has to say,’ Breault said 
during Monday night’s Wilbraham Board 
of Selectmen meeting. 

There were more than a handful of 
monetary irregularities reported in the 
multi-year audit released last month by 
Ferax Treuhand AG. Close to $234,000 of 
taxpayer and state employee money was 
spent on 119 false invoices for services 
never rendered, reviewed or documented. 

After violating procedure and making 
multiple attorneys members of the system, 
the board paid the two individuals a total 
of $179,266 in legal fees and $448,210 in 
premiums. While most communities use 
employee money to pay 50% of premi- 
ums, municipal employees paid 90% of 
the fees of attorneys associated with the 
retirement board. 

Three retirement board members 
also spent a total of $10,936 on travel, 
lodging, recreation and entertainment. 
On a trip to Cape Cod, Chairperson 
Richard Theroux allotted $1,825 to lodg- 
ing, all while staying in his own condo; 
Theroux repaid the funds last week fol- 


Taeolantems Wed, @ od wes pralaclaceyal 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


FAAS PHVA T3EA 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Goa s 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 


1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


Advertise your 
home improvement 


services in our classifieds. 
We get results! 





AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


IRS) Tel: 413-289-0058 
= Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


62 Jim Ash Road 


Federal & All States 








lowing the audit’s release. 

Multiple board members additionally 
earned thousands of dollars in social secu- 
rity despite a Massachusetts statute that 
prohibits public employees from collect- 
ing social security. 

On Monday, prior to the March 3 call 
with the retirement board, Markel spoke 
with numerous town administrators and 
managers from the county, all who have 
witnessed tax spikes as a result of the 
retirement board’s malfeasance. 

“Today, we had participation from 
the far western end of Hampden County, 
the administrator in Chester. From the 
far eastern end, we had the administrator 
from Wales,” said Markel. 

Upon its release, the audit was imme- 
diately given to state Attorney General 
Maura Healey, the Mass. State Ethics 
Commission and Inspector General Glenn 
A. Cunha. 

Optimism exists that each member 
of the retirement board will be forced to 
vacate his or her seat. At the very least, 
Davenport believes Theroux must step 
down immediately. 

“You can’t have someone in office 
who’s going to be currently under three 
investigations. He’ll be the principal of 
three investigations, as well as some of the 
board members. I think the towns really 
have to push for his resignation or for him 
to at least step aside.” 

As a result of the misappropriated 
funds, 35 Hampden County communities 
must now pay at least 8% more on each 
assessment until 2036. In Hampden, the 
assessment increased from $603,000 to 
$706,000 for 2021, totaling an additional 
$103,000 this year over last. 
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“The increases have never been this 
sizeable; over the past couple of years, 
they’ve really been out of control,” said 
Selectman John Flynn on March 1. 

With multiple investigations under 
way and dozens of communities affected, 
Markel acknowledged that the situation 
has “many moving parts.” 

Given the severity of the allegations, 
however, Markel believes that Hampden 
stands a fighting chance to reclaim some 
of its lost money if the retirement board is 
found to be at fault. 

“The truth is that we do not have 
power to act. They have power to act 
in Boston,” said Markel. “I think that 
if enough employees in the towns of 
Hampden County, as well as the select- 
men and others who have to vote to raise 
taxes to pay retirement benefits and 
assessments make it clear that it’s unac- 
ceptable, I think public opinion can bring 
change.” 

The demand for change must extend 
beyond public office. If retirement board 
members are to resign, enabling a new 
board to take shape and communities to 
receive potential compensation, residents 
must force the action. 

One article or television broadcast at 
a time, answers will be attained and jus- 
tice made plausible, Markel said. 

“The press is also important with 
getting the message out,’ said Markel. 
“It’s fairly complicated. The way it oper- 
ates is not easily understood so I think 
there’s been less interest over the years 
in doing stories about their operations. If 
there’s enough concern shown throughout 
the county, I have a sense that things can 
change.” 
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AGAWAM -— Even with the pan- 
demic, the fond memories of deceased 
Agawam Water Department foreman Jim 
Flynn are able to live on, with a grave 
side remembrance and an on-line Dakin 
Humane Society fund raiser, furthering 
his love of animals. 

On Oct. 30, the fifth anniversary 
of Flynn’s sudden passing, two dozen 
friends and his beloved Golden Retriever 
‘Jameson’, met at his grave for a somber, 
snowy, masked, socially distanced, trib- 
ute and blessing. After his passing, the 
Piccin family, great friends of Jim and 
Jameson, welcomed Jameson into their 
loving home, where he has been a mem- 
ber of their family since. 
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At Day Brook Village, we know 

each resident is unique. That’s why 
our continuum of care, now offering 
Supportive Independent Living 
services, is designed to provide 
everyone with the personalized 
services they need — a la carte style. 


A la Carte Offerings Through 
Supportive Independent Living: 


e Three meals daily 
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e Basic medication management 
e Wellness & Safety Checks 


e Home management services 
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With the pandemic and a desire 
to avoid “sharing much more than 
pizza and memories”, Flynn’s family 
and friends did not hold their annual, 
in person, early February, “Flynner’s 
Birthday Party’ at the Italian Sporting 
Club, instead hosting a Dakin Humane 
Society on-line fund-raising event. To 
date, it has raised over $2,000, when 
combined with the donations from the 
previous five annual ‘Flynner’s Birthday 
Parties’, over $7,000 has been raised for 
Dakin Humane Society in his memory. 
Organizers are hoping to resume the 
annual, in person, Dakin fund raisers at 
the Italian Sporting Club on Saturday, 
Feb. 12, 2022. 





Jim Flynn and his best friend on Crowe’s Jameson was Flynn’s beloved golden 
retriever. 
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